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It is written from Erica, dated. April 17 at d Asser Ct.: 
 

During the afternoon some peat workers in Schöningsdorf 
dutifully opened the bottle. One of the group, 16-year-old 
Peters from Erica, an orphan, did not want to join the others 
drinking. Inflamed with anger at this “cowardice”, Kluun 
(Klöne) pulled out a knife and inflicted some wounds on 
Peters, including a 7 cm cut in the upper arm. Peters fled, but 
was chased by Kluun . While running, Peters also pulled a 
knife and stabbed at Kluun when he had caught up with him, 
backwards. The knife struck the follower and penetrated into 
his heart. Kluun fell backwards with his arms outstretched 
and was immediately a corpse. The perpetrator fled across 
the border, arrived in Erica and immediately went from there 
to Emmen to report to the police. He was of course taken into 
custody. He was transported to Assen en was locked in the 
House of Detention. 
 

It is said that the victim did not have a very good reputation 
and that he must have cut off another person's thumb that 
same afternoon. 
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Leeuwarder Courant: 21-04-1904  

 

The manslaughter in the Hebelerveen.  

 

Erica writes on April 17 in more detail at the Asser Ct. 

about the manslaughter in neighboring Prussia:  

 

Throughout the afternoon yesterday, some peat workers 

in Schöningsdorf dutifully drank the bottle. One of the 

group, 16-year-old Peters from Erica, an orphan, did not 

want to join the others when drinking. Inflamed with 

anger at this cowardice, Kluun (Klöne) pulled out the 

knife and inflicted several wounds on Peters, including a 

7 cm cut in the upper arm. Peters fled, but was chased 

by Kluun.  

 

While running, Peters also pulled out the knife and 

stabbed him with it when Kluun overtook him. The knife 

struck the pursuer and penetrated his heart. Kluun fell 

backwards to the ground with his arms outstretched and 

was immediately a corpse. The perpetrator fled across 

the borders to Erica and immediately went from there to 

Emmen to report to the police. Of course he was kept 

under arrest. He was transported to Assen this afternoon 

and admitted to the detention center there.  

 

It is said that the killed man did not enjoy the best 

reputation and had already cut off another's thumb that 

same afternoon.  

In general, there is great sympathy here in the fate of 

Peters.  

 
 



 

Winschoter courant 29-06-1904  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Winschoter Courant: 29-06-1904  
 
Yesterday, Monday, before the district court in Assen, 
Gerhardus Jozef P. of Amsterdamscheveld was tried on the 
charge that on April 16 in Schöningsdorf in Prussia, he hit or 
punched 22-year-old Geert Klöne with a knife, whereby it hit 
him in the lung and heart,  causing him to die of loss of blood. 
This became clear from the very extensive visa repertoire of 
the forensic surgeon in Meppen, through which his 
interrogation, interpretered by Mr. J.J. Streumer, a teacher at 
the Higher Civil School. Furthermore, that Klöne was hit 
between the second and third ribs and the wound was 5 
centimeters long.  
 
On April 16, the accused and others were working for Mr. ten 
Kate in Schönungsdorf digging peat in the company of 8 men. 
There was also a certain Lingenaar present, who was 
betrothed to Klöne’s sister and also the accused’s brother, 
whose birthday it had been the day before. They both gave 
each a jug of gin, while the rest of the group also added half a 
jug, so that they had 2 ½ jugs. They decided to make the gin go 
the way that gin should go and not work anymore that day. 
While the gin was being used, they decided to try and see 
who was the strongest. Accused and Klöne started to wrestle 
for fun, causing them both to fall off their feet. Klöne blamed 
the accused of kicking, though he didn’t do so. Klöne became 
angry and pulled out the knife with which he hit the accused. 
Lingenaar and Jan Willem Peters grabbed Klöne, who was 
known as a dangerous person, but let him go when he 
threatened to stab them. The accused then removed himself 
together with Jan Gerard Peters, but then when they were 
about twenty meters away, Klöne ran quickly to the accused 
and struck him repeatedly with a knife, which hit him in the 
left arm and the wrist, which bought the message home. The 
accused turned around, pulled the knife and stabbed Klöne, 



on which he fell and died shortly afterwards. The accused said 
he had not intended to meet Klöne at the location in 
question. He was sorry that Klöne died, but if he were faced 
with such a situation again, he would act in the same way. 
Different witnesses made the same statements as the 
accused.  
 
 
The Public Prosecuter said that the charge of accused was 

proven, legally and convincingly. But will he have to be 

punished? That is a question that immediately occurred to 

the speaker when reading the file. That would of course also 

have been the case in court. The statements of the witnesses 

Lingenaar and Peters, confirm the accused's claim that he 

found himself in a condition in which he had to defend 

himself. His life was in danger due to an attack on his person. 

Another question is whether the accused has gone so far in 

the sense of self-defense and whether he could have used any 

other means or tried to escape. That question is one of such 

difficultness that one has to be dubious. The speaker would 

not like to give his opinion, so that it must be interpreted in 

favour of the accused. Also, in this case it must be concluded 

that the accused acted in such a manner as which anybody 

else would have done. He has defended himself lawfully and 

legally against an attack to which he was exposed.  

 

The speaker demanded that the accused be declared guilty of 

assault resulting in death, but on the basis of art. 41 of the 

Criminal Law Code will be dismissed from all legal 

proceedings.  

The defender, Mr. P. Oosting, agrees with this petition in all 

respects. 

 


